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Why Is There a FanHistoricon?

by Joe Siclari

Science fiction fandom started nearly 70 years ago and has some antecedents going back to Dr. Dodgson’s
The Star. Various fanhistorians have chronicled some of this in several books (Moskowitz, Warner, Hansen,
etc.) and in fanzines (fanthologies, bibliographies, collections and specific fanzines like FanHistory, Entropy,
FanHistorica, etc.). However all of this has been rather sporadic and definitely unconnected.

In the late 1980’s a few fans started promoting the idea that we needed to collect and preserve our fannish past
in an organized manner before those artifacts and activities disappeared. Fandom has always been an artifice
created by ephemera — short run fanzines, wire recordings, weekend conventions and short-lived fanclubs.
And most of the history is contained in those fanzines, many of which crumble as you read them if you can
find copies.

Several of us felt that we needed to have a gathering to focus on preserving our fannish past. Peggy Rae
Pavlat, Bruce Pelz and I started FanHistoricon in May 1994. It was held in Hagerstown, Maryland. I had the
luck and pleasure of naming the convention. The Timebinders organization was formed and an outline of
needs and projects was developed. Most importantly, we felt that we needed to encourage those that were
doing related projects and develop lines of communication between them.

From the Timebinders web page (http://fanac.org/timebinders):

“The Society for the Preservation of the History of Science Fiction Fandom, aka the Timebinders, was
formed at FanHistoricon I. .. The purpose of FanHistoricon, called by Peggy Rae Pavlat, Bruce Pelz, and Joe
Siclari, was to bring fans of different fannish generations together to discuss ways to preserve fannish history.
We developed a series of objectives and went on to discuss them over the two days we were together.”

There was an informal get-together at SMOFcon in Los Angeles in December 1994. A more formal meeting
was held at Midwestcon in Cincinnati in June 1995. In addition, FanHistoricon 4 was held at Tropicon in
January, 1996 and #5 was at Minicon in April 1996. From these conventions have sprung a greater awareness
of our fannish past, better communications, support, encouragement and coordination. Some significant
projects have started as a result: the Timebinders organization of course; the Timebinders on-line discussion;
the FANAC FanHistory Archives (http://fanac.org), and the FanHistory Amateur Press Association
(FhAPA) to name a few.

FanHistoricon 6 is being held at Boskone 34. In addition to the program discussions and interviews, we have
another special item. Thanks to the generous support of NESFA and individual fans, we have brought Rob
Hansen over from England as the first recipient of the FanHistoricon Fan Fund. Rob has been the major
fanhistorian of British fandom. Then is a 4 volume chronological history from the Thirties to the Seventes
and is still in progress. He has started an on-line Who’s Who in SF Fandom
(http://www.fiawol.demon.co.uk/who) and he is working on a comprehensive bibliography of UK fanzines.

Rob Hansen will be an excellent addition to our program as we explore and record our past. That is what we
do at FanHistoricon — discover more about our past, encourage fen to help preserve it, and learn more about
what has made SF fandom the unique “culture” that has influenced so many of us and the field that we love.

Remember, most of the great names of science fiction came from science fiction fandom. This literature is
very recursive. The writers influenced the fandom that influenced the writers that continued to influence the
activities of the fandom.

That is only the start of the story. Join with us as we discover the rest!



FANHISTORICON 6 PROGRAM

Friday: 7:00 PM
Fan History 101: From the Sublime to the Ridiculous

A distillation of the legends and silliness that have
made fandom what it is today. Who created the
SPWSSFM? What is the Fancyclopedia? Why did
Swedish fans try to live the trufannish life according
to the teachings of The Enchanted Duplicator? Where
is the real Tower of Trufandom? When was the first
fan? How can you tell if you are a real fan?

Program participants: Edie Stern (med.), Gay
Haldeman, Laurie Mann, Gary Farber, Melanie
Herz.

Friday: 8:00 PM
Forgotten Fen

Forry Ackerman, Claude Degler, Bob Tucker and
Walt Willis are virtually household names to most
fen. But who are John V. Baltadonis, Walt Leibscher,
Jeffrey Smith, Francis Towner Laney, Sandy
Sanderson, J. Michael Rosenblum, Maurice Hanson
and Joan Carr? Each of these fen had a major
influence on the fandom of their time — find out
why? And tell us who you think should be
remembered. People suggested at this panel will be
noted for future research for Fancyclopedia III and
maybe for the Who’s Who in SF Fandom.

Program participants: Joe Siclari (mod.), Rob
Hansen, Rusty Hevelin, Peggy Rae Pavlat

Saturday: 10:00 AM
Fan Funds — What They Are? Who They Were?
What’s Wrong With Them Now?

How did the fannish funds start? Who are some of
those people and what did they do to deserve a free trip
across the ocean? There are ongoing controversies as
well as past disputes. How did we/do we get over
them? Are fan funds still a viable form of
fanhistorical egoboo?

Program participants: Fan Fund winners: Teresa
Neilsen Hayden, Rob Hansen, Jerry Kaufman
(mod.), Joyce Scrivner. Interested party: Ben
Yalow.

Sati.rday: 11:00 AM
Fancyclopedia III

Fancyclopedia III is a massive task that fen have
been trying to kickstart since 1980. A new generation
is going to try again. This time we hope to use the

networks to really network people together to cover the
many varied aspects of fandom. Find out what Fancy
IIT hopes to be. Tell us what it should be. Help us
brainstorm ideas as we get started again.

Discussion leaders: Mark Olson, Joe Siclari

Saturday: 12:00 Noon .
The Mid Sixties: the Black Hole of Fandom

There is a big gap in fanhistorical knowledge in the

mid-sixties. Dick Lynch is working on that but there

is quite a bit known and written about up to about 1962
and from about 1967 on. Fandom was in a big break-

up and reconfiguration of itself in the mid-sixties.

Program participants: Fred Lerner, Ed Meskys,
Suford Lewis (mod.), Richard Harter, Peggy Rae
Pavlat

Saturday: 10:00 PM
Scurrilous Fandom

Were you banned from Boston? Now is the time to
come and confess! Tell all and hear all! No lawyers
allowed! From the 1939 Expulsion Act to the New
England Sex Scandals — From Coventry to
Convention bankruptcy! We sweep the dirt out from
under the carpet.

Program participants: Edie Stern, Joe Siclari
(mod.), Tony Lewis, Gary Farber, Laurie Mann
and YOU. This will be an interactive program!

Sunday: 10:00 AM
From MITSFS to NESFA to MCFI to ??? — the
letterscape of Boston Fandom

. A progressive history through Boston area fandom.

Maybe we will even deign to acknowledge some of the
rest New England fandom. New England fandom
has had very little exposure. Qutside of the early 40's
of Widner and Chauvenet and Don D'Ammassa in
the “70s, the area has not been known as a fannish
publishing mecca (despite 400 odd issues of Instant
Message). But there has actually been a lot of activity.
Let's talk about it.

Program participants: Harry Stubbs, Ed Meskys,
Tony Lewis, Mark Olson (mod.).

Sunday: 11:00 AM
Fan Stuff: Where Is it? How can we use it?



What really happened in fandom in 1942 or some
other time in the past? How do you research and
explore fannish topics? Where are the different
collections and accumulations of fannish material?.
Which ones are accessible? How can you get to them?
We will create a list of resources.

Program participants: Fred Lerner, Rob Hansen,
Joe Siclari (mod.), Billie Aul

Sunday: 1:00 PM
FanHistorical Projects Update

Show & tell on what fanhistorians are doing. Look at
copies of the materials generated by fanhistorians.
See what might interest you. Get involved.

Talk to the hosts in the FanHistoricon Suite.

Sunday: 3:00 PM
FanHistory on the Internet

What's there? Is it rec.arts.sf.fandom.gibberish? Who
writes material worth saving on the nets? Where is it
saved? Is there old stuff on the net?

Program participants: Patrick Neilsen Hayden,
Evelyn Leeper, Ben Yalow, Rob Hansen (mod.)

Open House on the Web: see below

Activities in the FanHistoricon Suite

We also have some fun and interesting things
planned for the FanHistoricon Suite which will be
kept open and hosted for much of the con.

If you are willing to help out during FanHistoricon,
please let me know. More help is still needed.

Don’t miss the Fantiquities Exhibit!

Open House on the Web

There will also be some ongoing demonstrations in
the FanHistoricon Suite, on FanHistorical locations
on the World Wide Web.

Timebinders organizational meeting.

TBA at-con. Will be in the FanHistoricon Suite.

Handouts will be provided for some FanHistoricon 6
programs.

In addition 'to the FanHistoricon activities, the
Boskone Program includes several other programs of
related interest: ,

The Age of Apas -- Fri.: 6:00 PM

GoH Interview of Jerry Kaufman & Suzle Tompkins
by Ginjer Buchanan -- Saturday: 1:00 PM

Where Have All the Fanzines Gone -- Sat.: 2:00 PM
The Future of SF Fandom & Conventions -- Sat. 3:00
PM

TAFF Auction -- Sat.: 5:00 PM in the FanHistoricon
suite.

and

Live Online connection to Attitude: the Convention
being held in England. Sat., 5:30 PM

Right after the TAFF Auction in the FanHistoricon
suite.

If you have any questions about the program, talk to Joe Siclari or Edie Stern.

FanHistoricon History

FanHistoricon Date

_Location

Coordinators

1 May, 1994
2 (SMOFcon) December, 1994

Hagerstown, MD
Los Angeles, CA

Peggy Rae Pavlat, Bruce Pelz, Joe Siclari

Fort Lauderdale, FL. Joe Siclari, Edie Stern

Joyce Scrivner
dJoe Siclari

3 (Midwestcon) June, 1995 Cincinnati, OH
4 (Tropicon 14) January, 1996

5 (Minicon) April, 1996 Minneapolis, MN
6 (Boskone 34) February, 1997 Boston, MA

7 (Westercon) July, 1997 Seattle, WA



We started something special for this year's FanHistoricon. Thanks to the generosity
of Boskone, we not only have a suite to hold programs and discussions but we
instituted the:

FIRST FANHISTORICON FAN FUND

Boskone and NESFA have agreed to provide airfare to the convention for our special
FanHistoricon Fan Fund recipient.

Rob Hansen will be the first recipient. He came over from the UK for the
FanHistoricon 6. Rob is an excellent addition to our program and the convention. I
know I don’t have to give too many details on why he was selected to attendees of
FanHistoricon. His British fanhistory Then is a major ongoing project, now over 300
pages. If you don’t have a copy, it is available online at http://fanac.org; then follow
the links to the Fanish References section. You can read it online or download it to
read later. His new project, the Who’s Who in SF Fandom web site can be reached
at http://www.fiawol.demon.co.uk/who. It will provide excellent biographical
information on fans. The bibliographies and fanzines and all his work will provide
us with an expanded international scope at FanHistoricon 6.

If you haveen’t already made your donation, checks should be payable to:
Joe Siclari
4599 NW 5 Ave.
Boca Raton, F1. 33431-4601

Your help made this a very successful effort!

Final Progress Report

The first FanHistoricon Fan Fund is over. We raised the money to cover the main
expenses to bring Rob Hansen over from England to FanHistoricon 6.

We raised over $600.00!

Donations/Pledges: $610.00 — plus the airfare is being covered by NESFA.
Received: $495.00 — some fen sent e-mail to say they are sending money.

The contributors who made this happen are (in the order of received pledge or
contribution):

Peggy Rae Pavlat, Judy Bemis, Tony Parker, George Flynn, Ed Meskys, Jerry
Kaufman, Joe Siclari, Edie Stern, Melanie Herz, Erwin “Filthy Pierre” Strauss, Joyce
Scrivner, Joyce & Arnie Katz, Marilee Layman, Cathy Doyle, Doug Faunt, FANAC,
Inc., Tom Veal, Allan Baum, Eric Lindsay, Nigel Rowe, Don Fitch, Richard Brandt,
Fred Lerner and NESFA.

Since this was so successful, after Boskone, I will be mailing all the contributors a
set of the Picteur Posctsarcds.

Thanks for helping us to make FanHistoricon a better tool for preserving our fanhistory.

— Joe Siclari



Here is Rob’s entry from the Who’s Who in SF Fandom:
[
HANSEN, Rob(ert Clive) (1954- )

UK fanwriter/artist/editor active since 1975, first in Cardiff (1975-78), then Newport
(1978-80), and London (1980- ). Member of Newport SF Group (1977-80), Friends In
Space (1980-87, London), the Fanhattonites (1987- , London).

Winner of Nova Award (UK) for Best Fanzine (Epsilon) and Best Fanartist (both
1982), 1984 European Science Fiction Award for best Fanzine (Epsilon).

TAFF winner 1984, FGoH w/Avedon Carol at Contrivance (1989 Eastercon).
Wrote/updated fannish entries for The Encyclopedia of Science Fiction (ed.
Clute/Nichols, Orbit 1993).

Married to US fan Avedon Carol (now UK based) since 1985.

First Contact: See first con.
First Con: SEACON '75 (1975 Eastercon)

Concoms: MEXICON I(1984),

CONSPIRACY '87 (1987 Worldcon - as part of Fan Room Sub-
Committee),

PRECURSOR (1995)

Fanzines: EPSILON (18 issues, 1976-85) pers/gen
SKWELSH (2 issues, 1977) pers/group
ETA (5 issues, 1983-90) pers
TAFFETA (4 issues, 1985-86) TAFF news
CRANK (5 issues, 1985-86) joint pers w/Ted White
THE FANHATTONITE (5 issues, 1988-89) group
THEN (1989- ) Fanhistory
PULP (19 issues, 1986-91) gen. Occasional co-editor. (Others: Vince
Clarke, Pam Wells, John Harvey, Avedon Carol)

One-offs: LICKS (1979, musiczine)
STARFAN (1980, comicbook)
CHUCH (1986, gen. ed.w/Avedon Carol)
THE STORY SO FAR (1987, short UK fanhistory)
OUTTAKES (1994, letter-sub)
ON THE TAFF TRAIL (1994, TAFF report).

Apazines: TWO OTHERWISE BLANK PAGES (1981, one-off), APA SF & F (UK)
FISH HELMET (8 issues, 1983-84), FRANK'S APA (UK)
BORN IN THE UK (16 issues, 1989-93), APA OF THE DAMNED (US)
gdo (6 issues, 1993-94), MEN'S APA (US)
LICKS (14 issues, 1990-95), FAPA (US)
MOJO BAG (1993- ), SECRET GARDEN (US)
RETRO (1996- ), FHAPA (US)

Online: Various newsgroups (comics and SF fandom), from 1995.



"0URISISSE 1910 PUB SUOILUop urelqo o1 19ofoxd oyn ozronqnd o7, */,
SwiaNt JO $91d0o A[qissod pue SPAIYOIE 9O JO SILIOJUIAUL UTRIQO O, °9
S[eLIIEW yons 9A19sa1d 01 SIOYI0 BUIPIOOD PUE 9FLINOIUD O, *
$42Y10 01 21qv]IPAD 951 JO SA1d0D AeW 0] 9[qE 2q O, *

SZUIPI0AI Paje[al SUNSIXd 9AISaId 0] U PI0JAI O],

sodewr [BnSIA PUB UINLIM PIIR[aI JO $o1d0o oyew Q, *

S[BLIIRW YSTUURJ PUE U1} QOUIIOS [RUISLIO 9AL0saId O], *

—~ N N <t W

§|por)

quiid ur pue A[[eoruond9fd ‘spoyiaur Jo AL 9pIm

© £q passo00e pue paurdjsuen 9q Aeu S[ELIRW 9Y) 18Y] 0S WI0] 9[qIS
~§9008 puk JusuewIad 210U B Ul SWIT 9S9Y] JO JUIUOD Y] 9AISI] (q
“wopueJ uoroly 90udIds Ajjerdadsd pue uondIy 20udIds

Jo 10181y 91 uesaxdar jeyi sjertew [eorsAyd 1oy1o pue papiooar ‘aded
oqigey pue ferowoyds uarjo pue ‘earsAyd oy oazesaxd pue ueiqQ) (v

asodung

"KieIon]

pue [eImno — Apnis O1I0ISIY J19Y] JOJ OS[E PUE “JUdWUITIIIUD PUR
1SQI91UT “ON[A DISULIIUT UMO I19Y] 10] PoAIdsaId 9q P[noys swolr 9oy |,
19q1[ed Y31y B Jo sem paonpoid [eLatew oyl Jo 11q € 91INg) "UonnqLisip
[[ews A19A € pey pue 91e00[ 01 pIey o1e paonpoid sferorew ay) jo

ISOIA ("o1EME 9q 10U Aew 10 ABw NOA 18Y) M3] B 1NQ QWU 01 — UIdUIDH
"V 19Oy pue uos3po(] "I ‘UOSI[[F UBIRH ‘119qF 1950y ‘uasnvyiiey
Aey ‘Apauudy] 1a1aey ‘1 ‘Aingperg Awy) "wopuej IS ui 9A1oR

a1oM Adui Ay seLvlew Indjewe paonpoid A1njual yigz 2yl Jo s1e oul
pue 2In7eIoN| Ay ur s[euorssojoid Auepy “A1mudd jsed 9y J9A0 SONIATION
PUE 1S9I91UI JO JUNOWIL SNOPUAUIAI] B PIILIQUIT DALY WOPUL S PUt S

SUTUOSDIY]
‘sosodind feuoneonpa pue 1qryx
“YOILISAI 10 D[QRIIBAL 9 O JAIYOIE SIY] O] S$9I9Y "1SIdul K110

pue oLI01s1Y 119y 10J Wyl 9A19s91d 01 S[eLIRW 10Y10 pue sojoyd
‘suoneariqnd uONUIAUOD ‘SOUIZUEL] JO AIYIIL [BoLI0ISTY € op1dwo))

uondraosa(y 393(0aJ [purioy

p3foig Axoysi

(€)(2)105 uogoag Japun SH) ayl Aq paziubooa) uogeziueBio Atelay Woxduou & S1*au) "9 YN'V4 "UGOPHOM UOG 8 ‘voiBep
uo Jnd Jey uogeziuefiio 8y “au| ‘SUORUBAUOY) pUY UOJES|INN 10j UOIEIN0SSY BPLO] 8y} Aq palosuods s| 198fold AlojsiHued QYNYA aul
‘1 eipadopoAoue uo Sunediomed uo uoneWIOUL J0J AILIM OS[B UBD N0
1OUI0QUBRDI@LIR[IIS[  :0] [TRW-9 IO
1097-1EPEE T “U0IRY vI0G “9AY ¢ MN 665 “LIRIILS 901 -10BIU09
10901 A101SIHUR] DYN VA QUL ur 2edonred ued nok moy uo uoypuiioful 10,
“pauurds aq 01 paau ey sojoyd pue saurzuej Jo speoj
JABY oM “I9UUBDS B 9ARY oA Ji puy 'Adod ay) apiaold [[im apn "yonol ur 198 ‘[eLraiew
Sururenoud pue juviiodwi adAy 01 Jurim are pue 1ndwod v aALy nok Jj ‘suvy
[|© JOJ 92In0sal 9fqen|A v S1yl ayew st djay 01 popaau I SINDJUNOA ‘SARM[T Sy
‘[opouwu 9[O} AIOWIJA Y} U]  SIUIZUB] JO UOTINGLISIPAI ‘padofarap
IV SOAIUDIE QUIZURJ A} SB ‘pUR SIAPEBAI PISAIAUL 10] sTelrajew oy1dads Surddoooioyd
apnpour Aewt sanranoe 193014 arin,g “sardoo raded pasu 10 19521d oym asoy 10] suL0]
2110019972 se jjam se juud ur sjegjew Juenoduwr Jo L1otrea g ystqud [[im o
"9[quUONpap-xe) 9q KBl SUONLUOP
srendosdde pue voneziuesio 1ord-uou v st oul QYN ‘SeALyore 9yl puedxa pue
aaoxdwir 01 papaau are Aouows se [[am se ‘eieusaydered S ‘sourzuej Jo suoeuo((
's0 108309 9sea[d ‘uo uoIBULIOjuL
apraoad 01 1] pinom NoA eyl 102[qns © 9ABY NOA J "WOPUR] IN0GE [BLIAJCW JO A1OLIBA
© uippe 03 uado a1e 9pp "SeoudIajal JuruunI-uonuaAu0d pur aged swoy s4puiqal]
‘suodar din snoueA pue spumn,f up, U0 UOLRULIOJUT SIPN[OUL OS[E IS oM In()
"OPLMPLIOM WwOopuR] JO Juswdo[aAap 9yl pue ‘Wwopue,|
oI, IPIS pUR SOIWO0D “Y)S Y JO sur3LI0 ay) ‘SUOLIUIAUOD PUB SIUIZUE] ISISAID
se s10afqus uo uonEULIOjuL APIA0Id 01 WOpPUE)-[S JO SBAIE [[E WOIJ SIAAIUN|OA ISI[UI
01 st [eo3 1nQ ‘71 vipadojafouny Jo uswdo[arap oy st Aemrapun 102{oid 1ofew v
‘K[1ep 1S0W[E SMOIZ 911S Y, "[qR[IRAR APRAI[R 218 S[RLISIeW
2ouaiajal 1ayj0 pue [eorydesdoiqiq ‘serroistyuey ‘sojoyd ‘saurzuey jo saAqesow
GT I9A0 ‘L6611 'qayg JO SV "Bao-deuey//:d)y e o[qIssadde ST als qam A101ISIue] ay],

‘[eorsAyd pue o1u01129[d 10q ‘SIAIYOIR
31q1ssaooe dofaaap 01 S[enpIAIpul pue SUOHIBZIUBSIO IY10 Yiim Suljeurpiood (g
OIS QAL FPIAA P[1OM B UO [RIISJBW SIY} 03 $S2008 01u01399[9 Surpraoid (g
‘e1owayda pue BI[IqRIOWAW IAYI0 pur
‘sgurpiodal ‘sotoyd ‘suoneorjqnd ystuuey Jurarasaxd AjjeorsAyd pue Sunoofjod (|
:SanTATION Jofew 221 Uo FUISNO0) 218 oM A[JUaLIny)

“PI1SAIAIUT B OYM ISOY] [[B 03 9[qe[IeAE I Sunjew pue a8elay
ystuuej pue ,j-S 100 uiarasard 01 pajedipap st 1093ford A1oisiqued DYNVA UL

uej DYNVA 24l




From: nigel.rowe@mosby.com
Date: Tue, 11 Feb 97 12:00:45 CST
To: Joe Siclari <jsiclari@icanect.net>
Subject: FanHistory projects update

My Projects as of February 1997:

(1) Personal Website: http:\\www.geocities.com/Paris/1418/

- Is This Leicester Square? (e-zine)

- Archive of my own fanzines in HTML format - Database of NZ fanzines
- Database of fanzine collection

- Archive of NZ e-zines (WARP)

- NZ Fan History work in progress

(2) Fanhistorica Database Program

- Sophisticated, multi-purpose database system for entering data about fannish events, people, fanzines,
conventions, collections. - Allows statistical searches of items entered - Build indexes of publications

- Create sociological profiles of fans (factions/groups, occupations, clubs and cons attended, etc.)

- Output data to printer, file, HTML formats.

(3) Rec.arts.sf.fandom, alt.fan.cons offline archives

- Searchable archive of all articles posted since mid 1995 - Presently compiling archive of earlier posts - More
info stored than Dejanews

- Output data to printer, file, HTML

(4) Timebinders Listserv archive
- Searchable archive of all messages posted since October 1995 - Presently compiling archive of earlier messages
- Output data to printer, file, HTML

(5) History of New Zealand Fandom

- Timeless Sands Vol. 2. (narrative history of NZ fandom) - Updated bibliography of NZ fanzines

- Oral Fannish history project (con tapes, interviews with fannish personalities)

- Dual collection of NZ fanzines (1 set to be permanently available through Alexander Turnbull Library (national
collection))

(6) Photo CD-ROM of NZ Fan History
- High quality cleaned-up images of rare NZ fan photos (1950's) - Photographic record of all NZ cons
- High-quality scans of all NZ fanzine covers prior to 1978

(7) Fanzine Database Project
- Create common set of "fields" and rules for entering data about fanzines into a database.

plus the usual assortment of Daugherty projects, and wishful thinking.

Projects 1-6 are all in various stages of completion. Projects 2,3 & 4 are finished, but I'm still tinkering to make
them better. Project 7 is an idea I wish to see adopted as an official Timebinders Project.



The FANAC FanHistory Project

Announces the Development of

FANCYCLOPRDAS RA

The first Fancyclopedia by Jack Speer was published in 1944.
Fancyclopedia Il by Dick Eney came out fifteen years later in 1959.
Fancyclopedia lll, though long overdue, is now started.

What is a Fancyclopedia?

The Fancyclopedia is a compilation of articles on the major people, places
events, terms, publications, and other activities in science fiction fandom,
with a concise description of each.

Fancyclopedia il is a huge project. Fandom has grown tremendously since 1860. it will take the
efforts of a great many fan volunteers to compile and write this material. We want your help. We
need your help.

Fandom is so diverse that no sirgle fan partakes in all of it. Fancyclopedia Il will focus on
science fiction fandom and will try to cover all its major facets. In addition, many separate groups
have deweloped from S—F Fandom and those need to be covered as well. The origins of comics
fandom, the SCA, Star Trek fans and more need to be part of a comprehensive Fancyclopedia

¥ _To start, the FANAC FanHistory Project is compiling a list of possible entries. We hope you will
help. We need input from as many fans as possible. Send us the names of people, activities,
publications, conventions — arything you think has played an important part in making S—F
Fandom what it is today.

The Fancyclopedia will be an interactive project available on-line as it is developed. in addition,
as a fannish reference, we are making available the previous Fancyclopedias. On the World
Wide Web go to http://fanac.org. Over 25 meg of photos, fanzines, fan histories, fanzine check-
lists and reference materials are already accessible.

Send your Fancyclopedia Il suggestions to:
Joe Siclari, Fancyclopedia Ill, 4589 NW 5 Ave., Boca Raton, FL 33431-4601
or by e-mail to jsiciari@icanect.net.
You can also write for informatioin on how you can participate in The FANAC FanHistory Project.
The FANAC FanHistory Project is sponsored by the Florida Association br Nucleation And Corventions, Inc., the organization that put on MagiCon,

the 50th Worldeon. FAN.A.C. Inc is a nonprofit literary organization recognizd by the IRS under Section 501(c)(3).
Donatioris, of related materals aas well as money are tax-deductade.




Fancyclopedia III

Introduction
Joe Siclari

Over the last year, I have been talking about getting more progress on Fancyclopedia III. Let me repeat a
little background about where I am coming from. FANAC Inc, the sponsor of MagiCon, has agreed to use
some of its surplus for preliminary financing of a web site devoted to FanHistory. We are putting photos, old
fanzines, bibliographies, indices, etc., on the web. We have started the site at http:/fanac.org. Take a look at
the site if you have web access. There’s quite a bit there including the TimeBinders pages and the Fan Funds

pages.

Fancyclopedia III has been a project of SCIFI for the last 15 years or so. Other projects including two
Worldcons have taken a more immediate priority. Interest in the Fancyclopedia project has dwindled. The
SCIFI Board has agreed to turn the project over to me.

This is an outline of how I would like to implement the project.

I'd like to create an on-line working document of Fancyclopedia IIT as part of the site. There would be
several editors working on different sections since the project is so large. I would coordinate and be one of
the editors, recruit more editors and contributors (in conjunction with the other editors) and work on it
through the web site and later as it becomes a published document. Several other fans have indicated that they
want to work on this project with me.

My intent is that each editor will have a specific area to concentrate on but may participate in the others
based on interests and needs. We will put up working copies of the document on the web site and ask for
suggestions, corrections, additions and contributions. The final copy on the web and in print will be the
responsibilities of the editors. Also with several editors, if something causes anyone to drop out for whatever
reason, the project won't die.

To start we would divide the project up into several areas. These would be based on type of entry (people,
organizations, events, publications); geography (North/South America, Europe/Africa/Mideast, Far
East/Australia) and the size of the topic. It will also depend on the interests of the editor(s).

I don’t believe that a one volume Fancyclopedia covering the world is possible any more, if it ever was.
Neither Speer nor Eney really covered the world — they focused on non-US subjects only as they directly
affected U.S. fans. Of course, the vast majority of fandom was in the U. S., so the focus was more appropriate.

I don’t think that should be the case in these days of the world wide web and a more diverse international
fandom. I would not presume, however, to hold myself as an authority on non-US English-speaking areas, let
alone languages I can’t understand. But, with assistance from fen in these areas we can provide space for
them to compile information and also put some material in English so that those interested can get an
introduction.

There would be some topic overlap that editors will have to work out. I have also broken out more detail in the
U. S. section than in the other areas because of the size of its fandom. Adjustments will be made as necessary
based on the scope of the areas and the interests of the editors.

In addition, I think that we would have to include topics that had “Starting Points” in SF-fandom. These
would include spin-off fandoms and/or sub-fandoms such as comics, the SCA, Star Trek, mystery, etc.

To get the discussion started, I am putting the original Fancyclopedia, both Speer’s and Eney’s, on the site,
and other encyclopedic and historic documents as well. This will not only be great reference material of
itself; it will serve as an example of whzt could be done AND as a starting point for the new document. Some
material might still be appropriate.

I have spoken to Jack Speer & Dick Eney about this and they seem amenable. Now that this seems
imminent, I will follow-up with them.

What do you think? Shall we work together and make this happen? What area would you like to concentrate
on?



-

- From: Gregory <gregory@gostak.demon.co.uk>  Greg Pickersgill
To: timebinders@smith.chi.il.us

Subject: MEMORY HOLE PERMACOLLECTION CATALOG
Date: Mon, 03 Feb 1997 00:34:10 GMT

Organization: Memory Hole

The MH Permacoll catalog - Version 1, correct as of Sept. 1996 - is available for download from a website at -
http://www.gostak.demon.co.uk.

This is a listing of the 1800-odd title/10,000+ issue collection held at MH World HQ, and is offered up as a
simple a straightforward biblio aid to anyone with an interest in either fanzine history of fanzine collecting. It
covers material from the mid-Thirties up to September '96 - primarily standalone fanzine, with comparatively little
reference to apa material except for OMPA and good-period FAPA. It's arranged as per the more-or-less standard
Evans/Pavlat Roberts/Clarke formats.

One warning - in loading to the websire the arrangement of columns has been somewhat disturbed. As you will
read in the accompnaying notes this can be easily (but tediously) resolved after downloading or copying by
simply doing the cursor/deletespace shuffle (a lot), but believe me it's worth it.

All comments, assistance, and corrections welcome.
Second messafe: Two amendments to my previous posting re this -

Firstly, credit for the setup of the website and the design and loading of all my MH stuff should go to that Living
National Treasure DAVID R LANGFORD,who flung it all together during an idle moment between compiling
encyclopedias and staring out the window having deep thoughts (it's a Welsh thing...). It would have taken me
(Gregory) months to get around to doing it, and even as we speak I haven't learned enough about websites to
actually get in there myself and Do Things with it. Ignorance is Not Bliss.

Secondly, the advice regarding juggling the alignment of the columns applies only after one has actually got the
damrned thing transferred to a wp application. Am I being particularly stupid here?

While I appreciate Gary Farber's advice regarding 'copyright' (and would, I suppose, be prepared to seek out and
actually damage anyone who made money on the back of my hundreds of hours of work) I find it hard to believe
anyone will pay cash money for a fanzine biblio of any sort. After all, despite having publicised the MHP listing
for a couple of months I have had 2 (two) requests for copies, and have given away about eight to individuals I
thought might find it useful - and some of those to never bothered to respond with so much as a thankyou never
mind any useful advice or information.

Anyway, a new edition of the damned thing will appear around about Eastertime, and will be correct and uptodate
as of that date. Big fun. --

MEMORY HOLE - the fanzine recycling project
MH@GOSTAK.DEMON.CO.UK

Fanzines For the Future!



FanHistory Sources #1

There are a number of places where you can get additional information on
fandom’s past — fanhistorical reprints, histories, collections, checklists
and on-line resources. This is a brief list of material that I know is
available. Please tell me about additions that should be added.

Fanhistorical Publications Available

From Joe Siclari, 4599 NW 5 Ave., Boca Raton, FL 33431-4601. Email: jsiclari@icanect.net

(all prices include postage)

The Complete Quandry, Vol. 1: four facsimile issues of Quandry. Lee Hoffman's legendary fanzine was the focal
point of Sixth Fandom. Includes #14, 15, 16, 17, 116 pp, $7.50

The Complete Quandry, Vol. 2: four more issues #18, 19, 20, 21, 94 pp, $7.50

The Enchantment. Walt Willis’ trip report to Florida for Tropicon 7 in 1988. 36 pp., offset, lots of illos & photos. .
$5.00. All proceeds to Tropicon.

FanHistorica 4, 50 pp., Rogers, Lupoff, Shaw, Laney, Tucker, Nelson, $4.00

FanHistorica 5, 52 pp., Laney, Yerke, Kyle plus Acolyte art, $4.00

Warhoon 28, 620 pp. hardbound collection of great writing by Walt Willis, includes all the “Harp” columns, his
famous trip reports, and many articles, columns and stories, plus bio by Harry Warner, Jr. & biblio, $28.00,
very highly recommended. Also available from NESFA in the USA and from Greg Pickersgill in the UK.

A Wealth of Fable by Harry Warner, Jr., the history of fandom in the 1950’s. A few copies of the original mimeo-
graphed first edition are still available, 3 volumes, 240 pp., intro by Bob Tucker, cover by Chamberlain, art
by Birkhead, Chamberlain, Franke, Hoffman, Kirk, Shaw, Shiffman, Shull, Sirois, Stiles. Originally printed in
1,000 copies but at least a third were destroyed in a flooded cellar in Brooklyn.

From NESFA Press, P. O. Box 809, Framingham, MA 01701-0203

The Silence of the Langford by Dave Langford a collection of Dave’s inimitable writings. 278 pp trade pb, intro
by Teresa Nielsen Hayden, $15.00.

Making Book by Teresa Nielsen Hayden, a collection of fannish writings from fanzines and on-line sources,
158 pp, trade pb, $11.00. ) ‘

The White Papers by James White, a collection of professional and fannish writing issued for James White's
Worldcon Guest of Honor appearance at LAcon il this year. Intro by Mike Resnick, bio/anecdotes by Walt
Willis, Sector General bibliographia by Gary Louie. 395 pp hardbound, $25.00

In and Out of Quandry by Lee Hoffman is half of the 1982 Worldcon GoH book (other half is by Chandler),
hardbound, $13.00.

Postage: USA: $2.00 for 1 book, $4.00 for 2 or more; outside the US: $4.00 for 1 book, $8.00 for 2 or more.

From SCIFI Press, P. O. Box 8442, Van Nuys, CA 91409
A Wealth of Fable by Harry Warner, Jr., the revised hardback edition illustrated with numerous photos, edited ¢
by Dick Lynch, 456 pp, $25.00 includes postage in USA. Available from Greg Pickersgill in the UK.

On-line Sources

FANAC FanHistory Archive Project— http://fanac.org.
FANAC, Inc., the sponsor of the 1992 Worldcon, MagiCon, has allocated funds to a project to preserve our
fannish history and to make it more available to current day fans. This web site is constantly growing. Of
particular note is the Worldcon photos albums loaded with photos from a dozen worldcons and fanzines of
our fannish past. I'm particularly fond of this site and | am looking for recommendations for more material to
put on-line. If you would like to help or have some interesting material contact Joe Siclari at
isiclari@icanect.net.

Fannish Archives — http://www.fentonnet.com/smithway/archive.html.
Roxanne Smith-Graham has put photos, fanzines and other material on-line. Of particular note are issues
of the multi-Hugo winning Mimosa edited by Dick & Nicki Lynch and numerous photos from LAcon lli.

The UK SF Fandom Archives — http://www.dcs.gla.ac.uk/SF-Archives.
It has the text version of Then, Rob Hansen's history of UK fandom as well as other material.



